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1905, when Mr. Gokhale was in the chair. Anticipating trouble, he
had wired to Chimanlal Setalvad, insisting upon Pherozeshah's
presence at the session, as, without him there was a real danger of
the Congress being committed to wild and impossible positions.
Mr. Gokhale felt convinced that the proceedings would end har-
moniously, and Pherozeshah's lead followed by an overwhelming
majority if he was personally present. No serious injury was done to
the Congress cause, however, in spite of Pherozeshah keeping away,
though it was felt by many that his presence would have completely
frustrated the partly successful attempts which the new Party had
made to drag the Congress at its heels.
In the following year at Calcutta, the breach widened, and the
differences between the two wings of the Congress became more
acute. An open rupture was only prevented by the action of
Pherozeshah, Gokhale and one or two other Moderate leaders in
installing the Grand Old Man of India in the presidential chair. It
was a happy inspiration. The presence of the venerable apostle of
Indian nationalism, long past the patriarchal age, coming from a far-
off land to render his last service to the people whom he loved so
well, exercised a restraining influence on the noisiest Extremist, and
prevented a definite split within the ranks. Even so, the bark of the
Congress was driven to perilous waters, and violent storms threat-
ened to engulf it. The fight centred round the resolution about Boy-
cott, though agreement on the other resolutions on Self-Government,
Swadeshi and National Education was not reached without a bitter
straggle between the two contending forces. The Bengali contingent
aided by a section from Nagpur and the Deccan wanted to justify
the use of Boycott as a political weapon, and to extend its operation
to other provinces. The Moderate wing under the leadership of
Pherozeshah, fought tooth and nail to prevent the good work of the
Congress from being discredited by a resolution which breathed a
spirit of vengeance and defiance, and they succeeded in whittling it
down to an approval of Boycott as a measure of protest justified by
the Partition of Bengal.
Stormy scenes marked the passage of the Boycott resolution in the
Subjects Committee. Pherozeshah and others were grossly insulted,
and even the revered Dadabhai did not escape the shafts of